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Featured Releases
Dead to the World by Charlaine Harris
The 4th Sookie Stackhouse novel is out in
paperback this month. Sookie, a smalltown cocktail waitress with a talent for
reading minds, finds herself saving a
sexy vampire.
Ringworld's Children by Larry Niven
The 4th Ringworld book in paperback.
Continue with the adventures of Louis Wu
and Ringworld. The Ringworld books
have had many years between them but
still flesh out Niven’s Known Space.
A Hat Full of Sky by Terry Pratchett
The third of the Discworld younger
readers novels is now out in paperback.
This is a direct sequel to The Wee Free
Men.
See inside for more on these books…

Reward Vouchers
The rewards period has closed, and a new 6 month
period started. Hundreds of reward vouchers have
been earned by guild members. These may be kept at
the shop or posted to you. Let us know your
preference. Paper newsletter customers should have
received their vouchers attached to this newsletter.
Don’t lose them, use them.

Hitchhikers Competition Winners
Congratulations to those who won movie tickets, T
shirts or towels (the most useful thing to take
hitchhiking around the galaxy). We were impressed
with the depth of some of the submissions.

Sydney Writers’ Festival
This year some of the festival is being held at the
Parramatta Riverside Theatre. Meet authors, hear
talks on publishing issues, participate and learn.
There is a Kid’s Night Out on 23rd May which should
be great for parents encouraging their children to
read. See more details at:
http://www.riversideparramatta.com.au/whatson/whatson.asp

Upcoming Author Visits
Kate Forsyth on Saturday 25th June at 1pm
promoting The Shining City, the second book in the
Rhiannon's Ride series.
Robin Hobb on Saturday 23rd July 2005 at 1pm.
She has a new fantasy book Shaman's Crossing
coming out in hardcover and trade paperback at the
end of this month.
This month we have D S Meyers, a self published
American writer of a young adult science fiction
adventure novel set on mars. He wrote it to promote
the reinvigoration of space exploration. Find out
more at: http://www.manicraven.com/ He will be at
Infinitas 6:30pm Thursday 12th May.
Adventures of the Manic Raven by D S Meyers
Life in Capital City was my dream. Being on moon
city above Mars was supposed to be my
path to success. I'm the one who designed
the flight systems on the Manic Raven.
I'm the one who implemented the
software. I should be the one to pilot it!
TP $15.95

Book signings are good for more than just fans of the
particular author. If you would one day like to be a
published writer, signings are a way to learn some of
how another has achieved publication.

Awards
Lois MacMaster Bujold has won the nebula again,
this time for Paladin of Souls as best novel. See the
(apparently merry) faces of famous authors at:
http://www.locusmag.com/2005/News/04_NebulaAwards.html

Bill Congreve, who many of you would have met in
the shop, has been shortlisted for the next Peter
McNamara Award, to be awarded at Thylacon 2005,
held in June in Hobart.
Interested in participating in an award process? The
Ditmar Awards recognise Australian science fiction.
Members can vote. http://www.thylacon.com/awards.html

Discworld Convention
The planned Australian Discworld Convention in
Melbourne has been put back from January 2006 to
February 2007. This is to better coordinate with
Terry’s schedules. http://www.ausdwcon.org/news.php
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Rewards Scheme - Infinitas Guild
Become a member of the Infinitas Guild to
receive invitations to special Infinitas
events, credits towards future purchases
and discounts from partners. To join, fill
in a form in the shop or on our website.
Membership is free but valuable.
The monthly Infinitas newsletter is free
and may be copied and distributed freely
for personal use. To receive a copy
automatically, please contact the shop or
subscribe via the website.

New Release Information
The books listed in this catalogue are
listed to be released during this month. All
books listed are available for customer
orders, however some titles will not be
ordered as shelf stock. If there is
something that you want that you cannot
find listed, or is not in the shop, please ask
us to order it for you.
Many books have more extensive
information available on our website.
Prices include GST and are correct at time
of printing but may change without notice.
Legend: PB = paperback, HC = hardcover,
TP = trade paperback, Cass = cassette,
CD = CD, GN = Graphic Novel

Aurealis 33/34/35
Mag $34.50
Lynn Abbey
Down Time Emma (Merrigan 04)
Emma Merrigan and her mother, who travel
through space and time to prevent devastation
from destroying future generations, decide to
reconcile on a much-needed Caribbean cruise,
but their work gets in the way when a
tormented woman sends Emma back to the
"wasteland." PB $17.95

Douglas Adams
The Hitchhiker's Guide to the Galaxy
Picador's movie tie-in edition of this cult
classic includes substantial extras from
Executive Producer, Robbie Stamp: exclusive
cast interviews, stories and photographs from
the set. PB $25

Hitchhikers Guide To The Galaxy:
Tertiary Phase 3xCD (Hitchhikers 03)
New six-part BBC dramatisation of Life, the
Universe and Everything. This release also
features 25 minutes of material not broadcast
on radio. CD $35

Glenn Yeffeth
The Anthology At the End of the Universe
Hitchhikers Guide to the Galaxy
A selection of essays dealing with every aspect
of the series contains work from some of the
genre's greats, including Cory Doctorow,
Stephen Baxter, and Lawrence Watt-Evans,
and covers topics as varied as Vogon poetry to
the idea of the Internet becoming a real-life
Guide. TP $30.95

David Ambrose
The Man Who Turned Into Himself
Rick Hamilton has a premonition that his wife
is about to die in a car crash. After a frantic
dash to the scene he discovers that it is his car,
not his wife's that is in the wreckage. His wife
is there and alive, but, why, through her tears,
is she calling him Richard and denying that
they have a son? PB $18.95

Kevin J Anderson & Alex Nino
The Orc's Treasure
Gree, a greedy, nasty, and ordinary Orc,
stumbles upon a hidden treasure during a siege
of a human castle, a precious cache that will
transform his life forever. HC $51.95

Piers Anthony
Phaze Doubt (Apprentice Adept 07)
PB $17.95

Fiona Avery
The Crown Rose
The story of Isabelle of France, born heir to the
throne. The year is 1240. It is the reign of King
Louis IX. The Crown Rose portrays the
mystery of one man who enters Isabelle's life at
several key moments, becoming her icon, her
soul's other half, and her destiny... a man who
may, in fact, be much more than an ordinary
man. His bloodline goes back to the Holy
Land, and he is far, far older than he appears.
HC $51.95

Robin Wayne Bailey
Undersky (Dragonkin 03)
With the escalation of the war between
Angmar and Degarm, the creatures of
Wyvernwood confront the possible destruction
of the Great Refuge in the battle between the
two human forces, unless the Diamond
Dragon, the Glass Dragon, and the Heart of All
Dragons can join forces to reveal the path to a
new homeland for the Dragonkin. HC $30.95

R Scott Bakker
The Darkness That Comes Before
(Prince of Nothing 01)
In a world scarred by an apocalyptic past, four
people are swept up in the launch of an
imminent crusade, during which they are
ensnared by mysterious traveler Anasvrimbor
Kellhus, whose magical, philosophical, and
military talents have origins in a distant time.
TP $32.95

Nina Bangs
Wicked Nights
At the Castle of Dark Dreams, a popular
attraction in an adult amusement park in which
women make their fantasies come true in erotic
role-playing games, a female talk-show host
gets more than she had bargained for in the
arms of Eric McNair, the castle's resident
vampire. TP $28.95

Ashok Banker
Armies of Hanuman (Ramayana 04)
For 13 long years, Rama and his companions in
exile have defended themselves against the
brutal incursions of the rakshasas of the
wilderness. Finally, in the bitter battle of
Janasthana, he achieves victory, and retires to
the sun-dappled glades of Panchvati to wait out
the last months of his exile. But unknown to
Rama, the demoness Supanakha has survived
and escaped - back to the hellish islandkingdom of Lanka. There, she provides the key
to resurrect her stricken cousin Ravana, lord of
the rakshasas. And the resurrected Ravana
seeks vengeance against Rama. PB $22.95

Curt Benjamin
Lords of Grass and Thunder
(Seven Brothers)
After the death of his father at the hands of a
demon, Prince Tayyichiut is groomed by his
uncle to one day become the Khan of the Qubal
clans, but his enemies foresee a very different
future and release a dark magic to stop his rise
to power, placing his fate in the hands of his
destined bride. HC $51.95

Max Bertolini
Revelations
The art of Max Bertollini HC $49.95

John Birmingham
Weapons of Choice (Axis of Time 01)
America's World War II fleet is decimated by a
multi-national task force sent back in time from
the year 2021, forcing Admiral Nimitz and
Rear Admiral Spruance to make the potentially
consequential decision to fight their own
possible descendants. PB $19.95
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Damien Broderick
Godplayers

James Dean
Baked to Death (Simon Kirby-Jones)

Shannon Drake
Wicked

August Seebeck's ordinary life is interrupted by
the realization that he is an unwitting
participant in an interdimensional Contest of
Worlds, thus embarking on a journey that will
unravel the secrets of the universe. TP $30.95

Writer, vampire, and sleuth extraordinaire
Simon Kirby-Jones becomes immersed in
medieval mayhem when a renaissance fair
comes to town bringing with it Tristan
Lovelace, the man who made him a vampire,
and murder. HC $45.95

When Camille Montgomery begs him to spare
her stepfather's life, the fearsome Earl of
Carlyle, who hides his scarred face behind a
mask, decides to use her as a pawn in a
dangerous game of deception and revenge until
love and passion enter the picture. PB $18.95

Philip K Dick
The Penultimate Truth

Steven Erikson
Midnight Tides
(Malazan Book of the Fallen 05)

John Brosnan
Mothership
Since the Day of Wonder no one has seen any
of the Elite, the ruthless technocrat class that
have ruled Urba for centuries. What most of
the inhabitants don't realise is that their world
is actually a giant spacecraft, built more than a
thousand years ago to save as much of the
Earth's population as possible before the sun
went nova. The Elite were originally the ship's
crew and they have became decadent, corrupt
and cruel and the truth about Urba hidden. And
now Jad and his courageous Prince are about to
find out what happened to the Elite - and what's
happening to the people of Urba. PB $18.95

Jim Butcher
Dead Beat (Dresden Files 07)
The only professional wizard in Chicago,
Harry Dresden finds himself cast in the role of
savior when the city is threatened by black
magic and necromancy. HC $49.95

P C Cast
Goddess of Light
When Artemis and Apollo are sent to Las
Vegas to grant the wish of interior designer
Pamela Smythe, who longs for a man with godlike qualities, Artemis dares Apollo to become
Pamela's dream man, making her innermost
desires become a reality. PB $17.95

Douglas Clegg
The Abandoned
The evil lurking deep within an abandoned
mansion in New York's Hudson Valley
permeates the town, drawing a teenage girl, a
little boy, and a young woman into a world of
terror. PB $17.95

Jack Cohen & Ian Stewart
Heaven
Longing for nothing more than his simple
trading life, Second-Best Sailor teams up with
Servant-of-Unity XIV Samuel and another
unlikely ally to help stave off an invasion by a
Cosmic Unity mission fleet. PB $17.95

Arthur Byron Cover
Rising Stars Combo
Twenty years after a comet strikes the Earth
near Pederson, Illinois, gifting 113 yet-to-beborn children with extraordinary super powers,
the Specials, feared by normal humans because
of their power, have dispersed across the globe,
only to reunite to take on one of their own,
known as Critical Maas, who has taken the city
of Chicago hostage. PB $19.95

James F David
Judgement Day
Given a divine interstellar engine capable of
transporting people to other worlds, Ira
Breitling flees the Earth along with his
remaining fellow followers of God in order to
establish an uncorrupted planet far from the
reaches of the powerful dark lord. HC $51.95

World War III is raging - or so the millions of
people crammed in their underground tanks
believe. For fifteen years, humanity has been
fed on daily broadcasts of a never-ending
nuclear destruction, sustained by a belief in the
all powerful Protector. Now someone has gone
to the surface and found no destruction, no war.
The authorities have been telling a massive lie.
The search begins to find out why. PB $21.95

Cory Doctorow
Eastern Standard Tribe
Art, a member of the Eastern Standard Tribe--a
secret society bound together by their sleep
schedule, communicating via encrypted instant
messaging and secret protocols, and sharing a
love of Manhattan-style bagels, finds himself
incarcerated in the nut-house, thanks to a cabal
of friends and family, who are masquerading as
management consultants. TP $26.95

Someone Comes To Town, Someone
Leaves Town
Having recently moved to a bohemian Toronto
neighborhood, middle-aged entrepreneur Alan
learns his next-door neighbor's struggle to
conceal her wings and hides his own secrets
about his unusual family, which includes
Russian nesting doll brothers, one of whom is
bent on revenge. HC $51.95

Stephen Donaldson
The Runes of Earth
(Last Chronicles of Thomas Covenant 01)
Dr. Linden Avery, the Chosen, Covenant's
companion, is drawn back to the Land, seeking
her adopted son, stolen by Lord Foul, and
desperate to stop the evil being caused by
Covenant's now-mad wife Joan and his son
Roger. And though she believes Covenant
dead, he keeps sending Linden messages: 'Find
me' and 'Don't trust me'. The land is in turmoil,
and Lord Foul has plans for them all... TP $35

Sara Douglass
Darkwitch Rising ( Troy Game 03)
It is the seventeenth century, and once more the
players of the Troy Game are asembled. The
Troy Game is determined that in this life
nothing should go wrong, and so it plots and
manipulates. But it cannot outmanoeuvre
Asterion, who has constructed a nightmarish
lair. It is here that he manages the ultimate
trickery in order to obtain the kingship bands,
the Game and Cornelia-reborn, Noah Banks;
nothing, in this life, shall stop him. Except
Ariadne. The ancient Darkwitch has risen from
the dead, and she brings with her a terrible
secret that will not merely tear both the Game
and land apart, but devastate any chance for
Noah and her lover, Brutus, to be together.
HC $45

After decades of warfare, the five tribes of the
Tiste Edur have finally united under the
implacable rule of the Warlock King of the
Hiroth. To the south, the expansionist kingdom
of Lether has devoured all of its less-civilised
neighbours with rapacious, cold-blooded
hunger. All, that is, save one: the Tiste Edur.
And beneath the suffocating weight of gold, or
by slaughter at the edge of a sword, it seems
the Tiste Edur must fall. Or so Destiny has
decreed. As the gathering for a pivotal treaty
between the two nears, ancient forces are
awakening. PB $22.95

Andreas Eschbach
The Carpet Makers
On an extinct world where carpet makers once
dedicated entire lifetimes to weaving
elaborately knotted carpets for their emperor
out of the hairs of their wives and daughters, a
group of strangers arrives to examine the
history of the carpets and makes an astonishing
discovery. HC $51.95

David Farland
Worlds of the Golden Queen
In a single-volume collection of The Golden
Queen and Beyond the Gate, a cloned queen
hides from her interstellar kingdom's insectoid
attackers with the aid of three companions, one
of whom rises to the throne and endeavors to
prevent the insectoids from using a genetic
weapon. TP $30.95

Robert Fleming
Havoc After Dark: Tales of Terror
From Spanish Harlem to a Caribbean isle
shadowed by a haunted voodoo moon, this
collection of short stories partners traditional
horror with political and sociological terror,
vividly depicting a dark realm of serial killers,
satanic traditions, black magic rituals, Nazi
torture, and slavery. PB $17.95

Eric Flint
The Rivers of War
In a tale of alternate history set on America's
western frontier, the Cherokee are united in the
face of mutual enemies, finding allies among
the politicians of the day and escaped slaves,
forming an Indian Nation that will play an
important role in such conflicts as the Battle of
Horseshoe Bend and the Battle of New
Orleans. HC $52.95

James Alan Gardner
Gravity Wells: Speculative Fiction Stories
A collection of short fiction featuring fourteen
tales of speculative fiction that explore topics
ranging from the unknown mystery of
everyday experience to the secrets of the
cosmos, from peanut butter sandwiches to
space drives. TP $32.95
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James P Hogan
Mission To Minerva

Mercedes Lackey
Sanctuary Dragon (Jousters 03)

Unable to forget her passionate first marriage
to the murderously jealous Flint, Black Falcon
tribe High Chieftess Sora learns of her exhusband's death from a mutual friend who
subsequently displays Flint's personality and an
uncanny knowledge of her secrets. PB $28.95

The discovery of a space suit containing an
ancient human skeleton prompts the discovery
of the existence of the culture of Thuria, a giant
race of humanoids, as well as other universes
in which less benevolent "human" civilizations
vie for control of Earth. HC $52.95

Kiron discovers that the world has a dark side
when he attempts to enter into Altan noble
society and, with the help of Lord Ya-tiren's
daughter Aket-ten, who possesses special gifts,
exposes a plot orchestrated by the Magi to take
over Alta with a powerful weapon. HC $51.95

Simon R Green
Deathstalker Coda (Deathstalker 08)

Tanya Huff
Smoke and Shadows (Blood 06)

Tim LaHaye & Jerry B Jenkins
The Rising

A former ally of private detective Vicki Nelson
and vampire Henry Fitzroy, Tony Foster
embarks on a career as a producer of the new
TV series Darkest Night, a show about the
adventures of a vampire detective, but lethal
dark forces tamper with his success. PB $17.95

In exchange for her promise to raise her son to
worship Lucifer, the devil grants Marilena
Carpathia a child that is destined to grow up to
become the greatest evil the world has ever
known. HC $52.95

Kathleen O'Neal Gear
It Sleeps In Me

Two Deathstalkers must fight for the survival
of Humanity: Lewis, in the present, and Owen
in the past. While Lewis and his companions
lead rebel forces against the evil usurper,
Emperor Finn, the exiled King Douglas raises
an army from the downcast and oppressed
peoples of the Rookery. And Owen must seek
out the dread secret that has turned Hazel d'Ark
into the Terrorby travelling back in Time,
visiting the Empire at different levels of its
development. TP $29.95

Karen Haber
Crossing Infinity
Struggling with the conflicting emotions and
urges of adolescence, Jasmine Andrews finds
her life transformed by an encounter with a
refugee sent to Earth from a civil war on a far
planet, who possesses the ability to morph back
and forth between genders. HC $30.95

Barbara Hambly
Dead Water
Set in turbulent nineteenth-century New
Orleans, free man of color Benjamin January
finds himself on a perilous steamboat ride that
becomes an inescapable journey of death and
murder. PB $17.95

Charlaine Harris
Dead to the World (Sookie Stackhouse 04)
Sookie Stackhouse comes to the aid of Eric, a
sexy vampire with amnesia, and finds herself
caught up in a deadly struggle among
werewolves, vampires, and witches as she tries
to save Eric from whoever took his memory
and who now wants his life. PB $18.95

Dead As A Doornail
(Sookie Stackhouse 05)
Sookie Stackhouse turns sleuth to investigate a
mysterious sniper who has set his sights on the
local changeling population, especially when
her own brother Jason, a newly transformed
were-panther, becomes the prime suspect in the
deadly series of attacks. HC $47.95

Elizabeth Haydon
Elegy For A Lost Star
(Symphony of Ages 05)
Rhapsody becomes caught in the middle of an
epic struggle between two dragons that pits son
against mother, as the seeds of chaos threaten
to engulf the world. PB $19.95

Robert A Heinlein
Citizen of the Galaxy
PB $24.95
Starman Jones
PB $24.95
Alamo Bay (Blaze of Glory 01)
The first book chartering the rise, fall and
rebirth of Will Tannen. Written by X-Men
writer Tony Lee and drawn by Sam Hart and
Rod Reis. TP $30

Christian Jacq
Beneath The Pyramid (Judge of Egypt 01)
Summoned to investigate the deaths of five
guards standing watch over the tomb of
Kheops, a young novice judge is dismayed to
find the city of Memphis a hotbed of greed and
corruption. Judge Pazair's refusal to sign a
document he doesn't understand leads him to
stumble on a monstrous plot to assassinate the
pharaoh, Ramses the Great. PB $18.95

Jane Jensen
Dante's Equation
In Jerusalem, a Rabbi unearths a pattern within
the hidden codes of the Torah. In Seattle, a
physicist begins work on a wave-pattern theory
that could change the face of science forever.
In Orlando, intelligence operative Calder Farris
uncovers a clue to a devastating threat to
national security. Off the coast of Florida,
reporter Denton Wyle receives information that
could blow the lid off every missing persons
case in the history of mankind. Soon their
investigations will uncover a common link and,
as their paths converge, the future of all
mankind will hang in the balance. PB $19.95

Naomi Kritzer
Freedom's Apprentice (Dead Rivers 02)
Once a trusted aide to Kyros, a powerful
military commander, who hunted down his
escaped slaves, Lauria has switched her
loyalties to the Alashi, a bandit tribe, and joins
forces with her blood-sister Tamar to free those
slaves she once returned to captivity, risking
everything in a dangerous alliance with her
one-time enemies. PB $17.95

Lynn Kurland
Dreams of Stardust
Journeying to Seakirk castle to research jewels
for his latest creation, Jake Kilchurn is
transported back in time to medieval England
where he finds the woman of his dreams in
Amanda de Piaget, but the constraints of time
threaten their love. PB $19.95

Mercedes Lackey & Rosemary Edghill
Mad Maudlin (Bedlam's Bard)
Discovering that he has an unknown younger
brother named Magnus who has run away to
escape his dysfunctional family, Eric Banyon,
races against time to find the missing teenager
before he falls prey to Bloody Mary, an evil
demon that preys on children and destroys
anyone who has seen her. PB $19.95

Michael Laimo
The Demonologist
Plagued by strange voices in his head, Bev
Mathers is hurtled into a realm more terrifying
than insanity where a hellish force has taken
control of his mind, body, and soul. PB $17.95

Keith Laumer
Imperium
Explore alternate realities that include an Earth
destroyed in an atomic holocaust, where the
Magna Carta was never signed, or where homo
sapiens stand at the lowest point on the
biological spectrum. Omnibus of Worlds of the
Imperium, Assignment in Nowhere, and The
Other Side of Time. HC $51.95

Plague of Demons and Other Stories
A collection of short science fiction novels
includes the title story, in which John Bravais
is surgically transformed into a powerful
warrior and finds himself pitted against
invisible wolf-like aliens who prey on fallen
North African fighters. PB $19.95

Sharon Lee & Steve Miller
The Crystal Soldier (Great Migration 01)
Centuries ago, mankind fought an unbeatable
adversary across the galaxy. The war ground to
a standstill and the Enemy withdrew. Believing
they had won, the citizens of the galaxy rebuilt.
Now, hundreds of years later, the Enemy is
back, and this time they'll stop at nothing less
than the extinction of the galaxy. HC $52.95

Balance of Trade (Liaden Universe 08)
The story of how an ordinary Terran became
the pivot point in galactic clash of cultures, and
how the more he tried to be just like his father,
the less the universe seemed inclined to help.
More than that, he became living proof that a
knowledge can be dangerous. TP $34.95

Jane Lindskold
Child of a Rainless Year
Remembering her exotic Las Vegas childhood,
the flamboyant mother who abandoned her,
and the foster parents who agreed to change
their identities in order to adopt her, Mira Fenn
returns to the home of her past and discovers
her own latent powers. HC $52.95

Brian Lumley
Deadspawn (Necroscope 05)
When the spirits of the slaughtered victims of a
maniacal killer contact Necroscope Harry
Keogh, asking him to apprehend the murderer,
the vampire hunter embarks on a mission that
could cost him his soul. PB $19.95
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Elizabeth A Lynn
Dancers of Arun (Chronicles of Tornor 2)
Taken from his home in Torner Keep to Elath
where he is trained to use his telepathic
powers, Kerris sets out in search of his brother
Kel following an attack by Aesch. PB $17.95

Ian R MacLeod
The House of Storms
To save her only son, Alice Meynell, the great
grandmistress of the Telegraphers Guild,
makes a bargain with her former lover in
exchange for a cure, a pact that that could have
painful repercussions for her son when he has
to choose between duty and love. HC $51.95

Michael Marshall
The Lonely Dead
Blood Angels
A Lee Martinez
Gil's All Fright Diner

PB $18.95
TP $29.95

Hired by the owner of a diner to eliminate the
zombie problem that is costing her customers,
werewolf Duke and vampire Earl tackle an an
even stickier adversary who is out to take over
the diner. HC $49.95

Richard Matheson
Earthbound
Vacationing at a lonely beachside cottage in
the hopes of rekindling their troubled marriage,
David and Ellen Cooper find their plans
thwarted by the appearance of enigmatic
stranger Marianna, who works to seduce David
whenever Ellen is away. TP $28.95

Alex McDonough
Dragon's Blood (Scorpio 02)
Fugitive alien Scorpio and his human ally,
Leah de Bernay, race across time and space,
from the age of the dinosaurs to a Russia on the
eve of revolution to the killing fields of
Cambodia, as they struggle to escape the
pursuit of the Savage Hunters. PB $17.95

Dennis L McKiernan
Once Upon a Summer Day
(Winterwood 02)
Borel, Prince of the Winterwood, embarks on a
perilous journey through the land of Faery
toward a confrontation with the dark forces of
evil, drawn by his dreams of a beautiful young
woman in terrible danger. HC $49.95

Red Slippers: More Tales of Mithgar
In a tavern in Port Arbalin, a group of worldly
travelers gathers together, drinking and telling
tales of fantastical adventure set in the realm of
Mithgar. PB $17.95

Robin McKinley
Deerskin
When her growing beauty begins to resemble
her mother's too closely, Princess Lissar must
flee her father's wrath, accompanied by her
loyal dog Ash, and, in doing so, she unlocks a
door into a world of magic. TP $28.95

Rosalind Miles
Isolde (Isolde 01)
Set in Ireland, Cornwall and Camelot, it offers
a new version of the familiar legend, with
Celtic magic and mythology, but grounded in
the Arthurian world of Merlin, Arthur and
Guenevere. PB $18.95

The Maiden of the White Hands (Isolde 2)

Beast Master's Planet (Beastmaster 1, 2)

The second in the Arthurian trilogy from the
author of "Guenevere". PB $18.95

Becoming a rancher on the frontier planet of
Arzor after the earth is destroyed by an alien,
Hosteen Storm establishes a telepathic rapport
with the local animals and becomes a protector
to the planet's aboriginal colonists and their
natural resources. Omnibus of The Beast
Master and Lord of Thunder. HC $51.95

Caiseal Mor
The Well of Yearning (Wellspring 01)
Guy d'Alville had been a Knight of the
Hospital before he was expelled from the order
for failing in his duties. He blames the loss of
his fortune on a Templar knight from Ireland.
But in his quest for vengeance, Guy discovers
ancient forces afoot. Aoife, Queen of the Night,
is gathering her armies to assault the realm of
mortals. Recognising a shadowed soul, She
promises Guy the High-Kingship of Ireland in
exchange for his help. PB $18.95

Jill Morrow
The Open Channel
When their daughter Julia begins to experience
a series of realistic medieval dreams and
visions, Kat and Stephen Carmichael risk
everything to battle an ancient evil that is
plotting to use their daughter as a spiritual
channel into the modern world. PB $18.95

John Myers Myers
Silverlock
Shipwrecked off Baltimore and rescued by a
mysterious sailor, A. Clarence Sheldon is taken
to a land where he undertakes a journey that
leads to encounters with Beowulf, Robin Hood,
Huck Finn, Don Quixote, the Green Knight,
and the goddess Circe, culminating in a descent
into Hell. TP $30.95

Larry Niven
The Burning Tower (Golden Road 02)
Whandall Placehold was two years old when a
lordkin, possessed by the firegod, burnt his city
to the ground. When the firegod attempted to
master Whandall it discovered he was unlike
the other lordkin, for Whandall resisted the
urge to burn his city and sought instead to bend
the firegod to his own will. Now Whandall
continues his quest to find the dark truth of the
firegod' s power and to free the lands he has
usurped. HC $49.95

Ringworld's Children (Ringworld 04)
The Ringworld is dying. And this time even
Louis Wu may be unable to save it. Even if
Louis can escape the Tunesmith he will then
have to survive in a galaxy ravaged by
interstellar war and deadly political intrigue.
For the Ringworld is no longer a secret and
entire civilisations now battle to control its
power. PB $19.95

William F Nolan
Wild Galaxy: Selected Science Fiction
Stories
An anthology of nineteen short collects the best
of a five-decade writing career, with stories
ranging from the hilarious and zany to the
serious and chilling. HC $52.95

Andre Norton
Three Hands For Scorpio
Kidnapped and left to die in the underground
Dismals as part of a plot to shift a balance of
power, the triplet princess daughters of a
border lord use their telepathic powers to
uncover a secret that may help save their
people from a long-standing threat. HC $49.95

Dark Companion
After the destruction of the planet Beltane,
survivors encounter hostile mutant creatures
remaining on their planet's surface in Dark
Piper, while in Dread Companion, a nightmare
unfolds when Kilda agrees to care for two
children emigrating from Chalox to the planet
Dylan. Omnibus. HC $52.95

K J Parker
Devices and Desires
When an engineer is sentenced to death for a
petty transgression of guild law, he flees,
leaving behind his wife and daughter. Forced
into exile, he seeks a terrible vengeance, one
that will leave a trail of death and destruction
in its wake. But he will not be able to achieve
this by himself. He must draw up his plans
using the blood of others. TP $32.95

Douglas Preston & Lincoln Child
Brimstone
In the wake of series of bizarre murders in
which claw prints are found near each of the
victims, agent Pendergast teams up with officer
Vincent d'Agosta in an investigation with
apparent ties to the supernatural that takes them
from the luxury estates of Long Island to the
castles of Italy. PB $19.95

Christopher Priest
The Prestige
Two 19th century stage illusionists engage in a
bitter and deadly feud, the effects being felt by
their respective families a hundred years later.
Working in the world of Victorian music halls,
both men prowl in the background of each
other's shadowy life, driven to the extremes by
a deadly combination of obsessive secrecy and
insatiable curiosity. At the heart of the row is
an amazing illusion they both perform during
their stage acts. Both have something more to
hide than the workings of a trick. PB $18.95

Irene Radford
Guardian of Freedom
(Merlin's Descendants 05)
As King George III ascends the throne, the Earl
of Kirkenwood, a member of the magical
Pendragon society, finds himself plagued by a
mysterious illness, while his sister, Georgie,
sent to the American colonies during the
American Revolution, must stop the Demon of
Chaos from destroying the Old World and the
New. HC $51.95

Ayn Rand
The Early Ayn Rand (Centennial Edition)
Includes a selection of early short stories,
excerpts from The Fountainhead, and two fulllength plays, with a critical introduction to the
writer as an artist and philosopher. PB $21.95

The Fountainhead (Centennial Ed)
HC $78
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John Ridley
Those Who Walk In Darkness
In a near-future world that has given way to the
first genetically superior humans, a woman
police officer and the genetically enhanced
members of the M-Tac squad fight genetically
superior people who use their new powers for
illegal causes. PB $17.95

Chris Roberson
Here, There and Everywhere
When Roxanne is young, a dying woman gives
her the gift of making her a singular creature,
with no analogue or equivalent. With a device,
she is given the ability to travel anywhere in
space and time, through times that were and
will be, and also through the worlds that could
have been and might someday be. From that
day forward, no place or time can contain her,
no danger can assail her, no mystery can elude
her. HC $51.95 TP $30.95

Nora Roberts
A Little Fate
A trio of love stories, including a Demon
Slayer who journeys through time from a
medieval world to New York to find the man
who will become her destiny. TP $28.95

Kim Stanley Robinson
Forty Signs of Rain
When the Arctic ice pack was first measured in
the 1950s, it averaged 9 metres thick during
midwinter. By the end of the century, it was
down to 4.5 metres. One August, the ice broke.
It's a steamy summer in America's capital as
environmental policy adviser Charlie Quibler
deals with the frustrating politics of global
warming. According to the President and his
science adviser, the weather isn't important!
Charlie must find a way to get administration
to act before it's too late. PB $19.95

Rudy Rucker
Master of Space and Time
Former partners in a bankrupt business, Fletch,
a programmer, and Harry, a madcap inventor,
develop a machine that allows them to control
the universe. TP $30.95

Kristine Kathryn Rusch
Buried Deep (Retrieval Artist 04)
Investigating the discovery of a skeleton on
Mars that is believed to have been one of the
Disappeared, Retrieval Artist Miles Flint and
forensic anthropologist Aisha Costard stumble
upon a dark secret that could destroy the
universe. PB $17.95

Brandon Sanderson
Elantris
Arriving in the kingdom of Arelon to enter a
marriage of state, princess Sarene discovers
that her intended has died and that she is
considered his widow, circumstances that
render her a lone force against the imperial
ambitions of a religious fanatic. HC $51.95

Charles W Sasser
Dark Planet
Kadar San, a human-Zentadon crossbreed
distrusted by both species, is dispatched with a
Deep Reconnaissance Team to the Dark Planet
of Aldenia. His mission: use his telepathic
powers to sniff out a Blob assault base

preparing to attack the Galaxia Republic. The
team comes under attack from savage denizens
of the Dark Planet, and from the Presence,
which turns team member against team
member and all against Kadar San. PB $17.95

Tim Severin
Odinn's Child (Viking 01)
In 1001 the toddler, Thorgils Leiffson arrives
on the shores of Greenland to be brought up in
the fostercare. Thorgils is a character of
quicksilver intelligence and adaptability.
Raised by mentors, who teach him the ancient
ways, he is guided by a restless quest for
adventure and the wanderlust of his favoured
god, Odinn. His fortunes take him into many
dangerous situations as well as to the brink of
death by execution, in battle, disease and
shipwreck. TP $30

Sworn Brother (Viking 02)
London, 1020: Weeks have passed since
Thorgils has escaped the clutches of the Irish
Church. Now he is at the centre of a love affair
with Aelfgifu, wife of Knut the Great, ruler of
England, and one of the most powerful men of
the Viking empire. Forced to flee the realm,
Thorgils teams up with Grettir, an outlaw. The
two men become travel companions and sworn
brothers, binding them together beyond death.
At the gates of Byzantium, Thorgils' loyalty is
put to the ultimate test. HC $45

Linnea Sinclair
Finders Keepers
Trader Trilby Elliot is forced into an uneasy
alliance with Rhis Vanur, a Zafharin military
officer who has crash-landed his crippled
fighter on the uninhabited planet of Avanar, as
they search for her missing best friend and
discover that their mutual enemies, the 'Sko,
are in hot pursuit of them both. PB $17.95

E E 'Doc' Smith
First Lensman (Lensman 02)
Craig Spector
Underground

PB $17.95

Allen Steele
Coyote
Coyote is a habitable moon in a solar system
40 light years from Earth. A despotic post-US
government decides to colonise Coyote and
constructs the starship Alabama, which is about
to launch when it is hijacked by its own crew.
Instead of party loyalists it is populated with
malcontents and social dissidents who must
learn to work together to reach and conquer
their prize: Coyote. PB $19.95

Tricia Sullivan
Double Vision
When psychic bookworm Cookie Orbach
watches television, she sees The Grid, a
landscape where human forces battle an enemy
they dare not kill. Her employer pays her well
to watch, and asks only that she report her
observations but take no action. Cookie's life is
about to be shattered. Her two worlds are
threatening to merge in a way and everything is
about to change. TP $29.95

Dom Testa
The Comet's Curse (Galahad 01)
Deadly particles in a comet's tail have altered
the Earth's atmosphere. The only hope for
mankind is to select the brightest young people
from around the world and send them towards
a new home, light-years away. But trouble has
boarded Galahad, and could spell disaster. The
ship's Council must battle fear, jealousy, and
time...before it's too late. TP $21.95

Eldon Thompson
The Crimson Sword (Legend of Asahiel 1)
Amid the chaos following the assassination of
the king of Alson, guardian Jarom of Diln
accepts a mission on behalf of the council to
recover the Crimson Sword, a mythical Sword
of Asahiel used by elven avatars to create the
earth, taking on the dark forces of the Demon
Queen Spithaera on his quest. HC $51.95

Rupert Thomson
Divided Kingdom

Planning a final bash to coincide with the
graduation that will separate them, seven
friends set up a night of drugs and music at an
abandoned plantation manor but find their lives
shattered by an evil force that kills one of their
number and causes another to disappear, events
that force the survivors to uncover the truth
behind the manor's sinister nature. HC $49.95

And then the night when my life began.
Soldiers, bright lights. The cold. And me being
lifted, as if by surgeons, into a new world. It is
winter, somewhere in the United Kingdom, an
eight year old boy is removed from his home in
the middle of the night. He soon learns that he
is the victim of an extraordinary political
experiment. HC $55 TP $29.95

Christopher Stasheff
Saint Vidicon To the Rescue

Harry Turtledove
Out of the Darkness (Darkness 06)

While investigating the appearance of biblical
texts on all of the computers at Rodrigo and
Associates, techno troubleshooter Tony Ricci
comes face to face with St. Vidicon of
Cathode, who protects people from Murphy's
Law and who needs Tony's help in saving the
world. PB $17.95

As the forces of Algarve, Unkerlant, and their
allies prepare for the final battle to determine
the winner of the War, the battle-weary people
struggle to deal with their individual challenges
and tragedies, in the climactic conclusion of the
Darkness series. PB $19.95

Bruce Sterling
The Zenith Angle

The Race, an army of alien lizards that struck
at the battlefields where Hitler clashed with
Stalin and the Japanese Empire took on the
United States. They prevailed, though
humanity resisted their seemingly inevitable
conquest. Now, finally recognising that the
humans must in the end prevail, the Race
prepares to withdraw. But will they survive the
final epic battles? HC $59.95

Top cyber-security theorist Derek Vanderveer
finds his life permanently disrupted by the
events of September 11, after which he accepts
a job with a new national security agency to
determine who is attacking a top-secret U.S.
satellite. PB $17.95

Homeward Bound (Colonisation 04)
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Jeff Vandermeer
City of Saints and Madmen
City of Saints & Madmen collects all of the
Ambergris novellas including the World
Fantasy Award winner The Transformation of
Martin Lake. PB $19.95

Jeff Vandermeer & Mark Roberts
Thckery T Lambshead Pocket Guide to
Eccentric and Discredited Diseases
In a humorous compilation of imaginative
short stories, masters of speculative fiction
provide detailed descriptions, symptom guides,
complete histories, and suggested treatments
for an assortment of fantastical diseases,
ranging from Pentzler's Lubriciousness to
Printer's Evil. TP $28.95

S L Viehl
If Angels Burn (Darkyn)
Hired by reclusive millionaire Michael
Cyprien, who is in desperate need of her skills,
Dr. Vanessa Killian, a renowned reconstructive
surgeon, is drawn in a dark world of desire
where the true nature of this mysterious,
seductive man is revealed, forcing her to make
a life-changing decision. PB $17.95

H G Wells
The Time Machine

PB $14.95

Jack Williamson
The Stonehenge Gate
Stumbling on ancient stones in the Sahara
Desert, four adventurous excavators and poker
buddies realize that they have discovered a
gateway to other worlds, from technologically
advanced planets to primitive civilizations
ravaged by war and pestilence. HC $51.95

Robert Charles Wilson
Spin
After witnessing the onset of an astronomical
event that has caused the sun to go black and
the stars and moon to disappear, Tyler, Jason,
and Diane learn that the darkness has been
caused by a time-altering, alien-created
artificial barrier and that the sun will be
extinguished in less than forty years.
HC $52.95

Sarah Zettel
Camelot's Shadow (Camelot 01)
Lady Rhian is of marriageable age. When she
discovers that her father promised her to a
sorcerer, she runs away to join a convent. The
sorcerer, determined to have her, waylays her
on the road. She is rescued by Sir Gawain who
offers to escort Rhian to Camelot. He has grave
news for Arthur, the Saxons are growing
restless, and the threat of war looms. When a
band of Saxons attacks them, Rhian proves that
her skills include more than tapestry and gossip
and Gawain is captivated by her bravery as
well as her beauty. PB $18.95

Camelot's Honour (Camelot 02)
Elen, daughter of a Welsh chieftain, lives in the
border territory. Her family are keen to ally
with King Arthur, but some other local
chieftains, in particular the ferocious Urien, are
not so sure. One night Elen is called out to tend
to a woman of the fae folk in childbirth. In
return for her aid, the fae magically delay her
return home so when she arrives, Urien's men

have already gone, leaving her home in ruins
and her mother killed. Elen rides to Arthur's
court to beg for aid. What she doesn't know is
that Urien is the paramour of Morgaine,
Arthur's half-sister and his deadliest enemy.
Morgaine and Urien decide that Elen must not
be allowed to reach Arthur. But they reckon
without the valiant Geraint. He is determined
to prove himself worthy of his place at the
Round Table, but when he meets Elen he will
find there are things other than honour worth
fighting for. TP $29.95

Young Adult
Joan Aiken
Midwinter Nightingale

Collections

King Richard lies gravely ill and there are
rumours that the Duchess of Burgundy is
preparing an invasion. Is Simon, Duke of
Battersea and friend of the king, next in line to
the throne or will evil werewolf Baron Magnus
Rudh succeed in ,making his son, Lot, king?
Dido, held prisoner, doesn’t know the
whereabouts of either Simon or the dying king:
can she escape in time to find and warn them of
the treachery afoot? PB $15.95

Classic Tales of Horror
PB $14.95
Classic Tales of the Supernatural

Lloyd Alexander
The Castle of Llyr (Prydain Chronicles 3)

PB $14.95

When Princess Eilonwy is sent to the Isle of
Mona for training, she is bewitched by the evil
enchantress Achren, so Taran and other friends
must try to rescue her. PB $14.95

Harry Turtledove
The Enchanter Completed (Enchanter)
Paying tribute to the literary accomplishments
of science fiction and fantasy pioneer L.
Sprague de Camp, a unique anthology of short
fiction features all original tales by Poul
Anderson, Frederik Pohl, David Drake, Judith
Tarr, Esther M. Friesner, S. M. Stirling,
Michael F. Flynn, Harry Turtledove, and other
masters of the genre. PB $17.95

Mike Ashley
The Mammoth Book of King Arthur
The most comprehensive single-volume book
on the subject, chronicling the development of
the various legends surrounding Arthur,
Guinivere, Lancelot, and the Knights of the
Round Table. TP $28.95

Mary Janice Davidson et al
Wicked Women Whodunit
Steeped in mystery, murder, and passion, this
delightfully dangerous collection of stories
includes Amy Garvey's Single White Dead
Guy, in which Lanie Burke has a one-night
stand with a gorgeous stranger who ends up
dead in the morning, as well as works by
MaryJanice Davidson, Jennifer Apodaca, and
Nancy J. Cohen. TP $28.95

Michael Garrett & Jeff Gelb
Seeds of Fear (Hot Blood)
This collection of stories, featuring tales from
Edward Lee and Bentley Little, among others,
explores the dark side of desire intermingled
with intense terror as a trucker, looking for
romance, gets more than he bargained for when
he picks up a strange woman. PB $15.95

Mike Resnick
I, Alien
Featuring contributions from Laura Resnick,
Kristine Kathryn Rusch, and Harry Turtledove,
among others, this imaginative collection
contains stories written from the viewpoint of
an alien protagonist, detailing their encounters
with the human race. PB $17.95

Gordon van Gelder
Fourth Planet From the Sun: Tales of
Mars
A collection of great science fiction writing
about Mars features the work of Ray Bradbury,
H. G. Wells, Philip K. Dick, Roger Zelazny,
John Varley, Gregory Benford, Arthur C.
Clarke, and many others. TP $32.95

Dave Barry & Ridley Pearson
Peter and the Starcatchers (Peter Pan)
After Peter, an orphan, leaves England on the
ship Never Land, he befriends and assists
Molly, a young Starcatcher, whose mission is
to guard a trunk of magical stardust from a
greedy pirate and the native inhabitants of a
remote island. PB $17.95

Malorie Blackman
Knife Edge (Noughts & Crosses 02)
Sephy is a Cross, one of the privileged in a
society where the ruling Crosses treat the paleskinned noughts as inferiors. But her baby
daughter has a nought father. Jude is a nought.
Eaten up with bitterness, he blames Sephy for
the terrible losses his family has suffered. Now
Jude's life rests on a knife edge. PB $17.95

Whizziwig and Whizziwig Returns
(Whizziwig 1, 2)
PB $16.95
Isobelle Carmody
The Cat Dreamer (Quentaris)
When a delegation of visitors arrive in
Quentaris, dark and strange rumours of
sacrifice emerge and people start disappearing.
Igorik, with the help of a mysterious cat, takes
it upon himself to investigate. PB $14.95

Eoin Colfer
The Opal Deception (Artemis Fowl 04)
The fairy people have wiped all knowledge of
their world from the brain of the only human
they're scared of: criminal genius Artemis
Fowl. But now they need him. Evil pixie Opal
Koboi is planning world destruction. Stopping
her will involve clearing Captain Holly Short
of murder, springing a kleptomaniac dwarf
from jail and convincing a super-intelligent
centaur that he doesn't know it all. TP $19.95

Paul Collins
Princess of Shadows (Quentaris)
Tamaika works in the Quentaris Library. She
loves books and works hard but is treated like a
doormat. A curse has descended on Quentaris.
At night, stone gargoyles come to life and
transform the city's citizens into statues.
Tamaika uncovers an ancient tome that
bestows magical powers on her, transforming
her at night into the mythical Princess of
Shadows to protect Quentaris. PB $14.95
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Marianne Curley
The Key (Guardians of Time 03)

Mary Hoffman
City of Flowers (Stravaganza 03)

Diane Redmond
Joshua Cross and the Lair of the Centaur

The Order of Chaos begins its final and
devastating assault on The Named in a
desperate bid to annihilate them and gain
absolute control of all the realms. The Named
are in trouble. Not only must they find the
precious lost key to unlock their ancient
treasury of weapons, but there is a traitor in
their midst. Suspicion is making them weaker,
as the prophecy predicted, and they desperately
need new hope. PB $15.95

Sky doesn't know it yet, but he can travel in
time and space to the parallel world of Talia.
Sky is transported to the Talian equivalent of
Florence. The city is beautiful and ordered, but
as much in the City of Flowers that appears
beautiful is in fact deadly. As tempers are
inflamed by the extravagantly orchestrated
plans for a di Chimici wedding ceremony, Sky
and his fellow Stravaganti must do their utmost
to avoid further bloodshed, safeguarding both
the prosperity of the City of Flowers and the
safety of those they love. HC $35 PB $15.95

Joshua Cross encounters dangers, evil, and his
own destiny as he journeys through time on an
odyssey that will lead him from the Thames
River to ancient Greece and into a
confrontation with the man who destroyed his
father and is now targeting Joshua. PB $17.95

Kathryn Deans
Shimmer: The Beginning of a Troll's Tale
Grieve is a troll with a seriously big problem.
The Shimmer, a fragment of the Creation
Stone, has been stolen, and all the evidence
points to him being the thief. Grieve knows
there's only one set of creatures evil enough to
use it, the fairies. He also knows he's going to
need help in getting it back. PB $14.95

Patricia Elliott
Ambergate (Murkmere 02)
Only a number branded on her arm betrays the
orphan girl's past. When she arrives at
Murkmere Hall to be a kitchen maid, they call
her Scuff, and little guess she has committed a
terrible crime. Haunted by her dark secret, all
Scuff can do is pray to the divine beings, the
birds, for forgiveness. Now, five years later,
the past is catching up with Scuff. Hunted from
all sides, she flees Murkmere, only to be forced
back to the confines of the Capital, and the
Orphans' Home where it all began. PB $17.95

Catherine Fisher
Belin's Hill
Huw is supposed to be the lucky one. He
survived. But when he tries to start a new life,
he finds he can't shake off the past. Strange
dreams and weird visions seep into his waking
moments until real life becomes a living
nightmare, and Huw knows he has no choice
but to come face to face with the mysterious
myth of Belin's Hill and bury its legacy for
good. PB $16.95

John Flanagan
The Burning Bridge
(Ranger's Apprentice 02)
As the Kingdom of Araluen prepares for war
against Morgarath, Will and Horace join Gilan
on a mission to Celtica. But Celtica's villages
and mines are silent. It is only when the three
find an exhausted and starving girl called
Evanlyn that they learn why: Morgarath has
sent his creatures to enslave the Celts. As Gilan
rides back to Araluen to report this news, Will
and Horace discover the reason behind
Morgarath's actions. The Kingdom is sure to be
defeated in a three-sided attack - unless the two
friends can somehow intervene. PB $14.95

Christopher Golden &
Thomas E Sniegoski
Dragon Secrets (Outcast 02)
Timothy Cade is the only boy in the world
without magical powers - and everyone wants
him... dead or alive! PB $12.95

Elizabeth Knox
Dreamhunter
The Dreamhunterslive in a world much like
ours, except for a special place, known simply
as The Place, where they can go. They harvest
dreams to be transmitted to the public for
entertainment, therapy or terror and political
coercion. Laura comes from a dreamhunting
family. Once inside The Place she finds out
what happened to her dreamhunter father and
reveals how the government has used dreams
to control an ever-growing population of
convicts and political dissenters. TP $24.95

Ursula K Le Guin
The Beginning Place
Two young people who cross over from
everyday reality and meet in the magical
village of Tembreabrezi volunteer to take on
and destroy the unknown malevolent force that
is threatening the village with destruction.
Reprint. PB $17.95

Glenda Millard
The Novice (Carradon 02)
Having illegally escaped New Carradon,
Cinnabar and Judah and their son begin their
new life together as fugitives. However, along
with the community of Wallian people, they
soon discover that the Novice Scheme, an
initiative to re-skill refugees, is being used as a
money-making slave racket. What begins as
the rescue of one novice, becomes much more
as the liberators get into highly dangerous
situations and risk their lives to save those
enslaved by corruption. PB $18.95

James Patterson
Maximum Ride
Genetically-engineered children who are part
human, part bird, must rescue their sister when
she is kidnapped by Erasers, brutal wolf-like
creatures, taking them to New York City where
their lives are forever changed. HC $34.95

Terry Pratchett
A Hat Full of Sky
(Discworld Younger Readers 03)
Tiffany Aching wants to be a real witch. But a
real witch doesn't casually step out of her body,
leaving it empty. Tiffany does, and there's
something just waiting for an empty body to
take over. Now Tiffany's got to learn to be a
real witch really quickly, with the help of archwitch Mistress Weatherwax and the truly
amazing Miss Level. And the Wee Free Men,
the rowdiest, toughest, smelliest bunch ever to
be thrown out of Fairyland. PB $17.95

E E Richardson
Devil's Footsteps
It was just a game, a test of bravery; the devil's
footsteps, thirteen stepping stones that would
tell you how you would die. But it's not a game
to Bryan. He knows the truth. He's seen the
Dark Man, because the Dark Man took his
brother five years ago. But what does it matter
if people believe in the legend or not. Adam's
still gone and now it's time Bryan proved how.
HC $26.95

Jan Scherpenhuizen & Bruce Walshe
The Secret
Brad Johnston thought a trip to the outback
with his archeologist father would be exciting.
A concert by his rock-star hero was on the
itinerary. But, meeting with the celebrity was
not the most incredible thing that would
happen to him in Alice Springs. Instead, along
with his childhood friend and her father Brad
finds himself caught up in an ages-old battle
between unearthly creatures, with the survival
of the planet at stake. PB $16.95

Darren Shan
Vampire War Trilogy
(Darren Shan 7, 8, 9)
The nightmare continues. Vampire War
Trilogy is a three-in-one bind-up comprising:
Hunters of the Dusk, Allies of the Night and
Killers of the Dawn. PB $19.95

John Vornholt
Troll Queen (Troll King 02)
Having freed the trolls of Dismal Swamp from
the tyranny of Stygius Rex, the reluctant troll
leader Rollo has left the swamp on a
bittersweet mission: to return his little friend
Clipper to her people in the Forbidden Forest.
Ludicra, the troll who now finds Rollo worthy
of her attentions, is distraught over his absence
and convinced he needs her help. So she
assembles a crew of trolls, ogres and even a
gnome to cross the Great Chasm in search of
her beloved. But the Chasm holds its own
dangers and now the rescue party is in need of
rescue! PB $14.95

Margaret Wild
The House of Narcissus
A beautiful old house is so obsessed with its
glorious reflection in the canal that it can’t
stand to be distracted by the families who try to
live in the house. Again and again, the House
of Narcissus drives its residents away, until the
sole occupant is only a cat. The house notices
nothing but its own external beauty, but when
it is finally forced to look inside it sees the
terrible decay within, and then sets about to
change its ways. Evocative text and sumptuous
illustrations make this a haunting and thoughtprovoking book, for children and adults alike.
PB $14.95
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Non Fiction
Bryan Appleyard
Aliens: Why They Are Here
A brilliant, highly entertaining and thoughtprovoking 'cultural history' of the alien
phenomenon - who are they and why are they
here? Before science and technology took hold
of our lives we called them different things:
angels, demons, goblins. But in the postnuclear world, in which man has discovered his
cosmic insignificance, our need for aliens has
reached the stars. HC $39.95

The Forensic Files of Batman
Doug Moench
Two dozen tales from Batman's "Case Files
documenting his encounters with such
archvillains as the Joker, Catwoman, TwoFace, and Poison Ivy chronicle the super
sleuth's use of real-life forensic science to solve
crimes. PB $19.95

Battlestar Galactica
Destiny
Richard Hatch & Brad Linaweaver

In this pioneering book Norman Cohn traces
popular beliefs about witches to their origins,
and shows how the great witch-hunt erupted,
when thousands of innocent people were
tortured and burned alive. TP $45

Trapped in a planetary system that is about to
be destroyed when its sun collapses, the
members of the desperate Galactican fleet
discover that only two-thirds of their
population can be rescued before the
catastrophe and must take part in a lottery to
determine who will be saved and who will die
in the disaster, a choice that would force
Starbuck to remain behind. Reprint. PB $17.95

Anna Meyer
Hunting the Double Helix: How Ancient
DNA Can Unlock the Past

Doctor Who
9th Doctor: Monsters Inside
Stephen Cole

Norman Cohn
Europe's Inner Demons

Stories about the way DNA is increasingly
being used to reveal important, fascinating, and
sometimes quirky facts about unsolved
murders,
deadly
diseases,
mysterious
disappearances, animals that have long been
extinct, and even human origins. TP $26.95

Surendra Verma
Tunguska Fireball: Solving One of the
Great Mysteries of the 20th Century
On 30th June 1908 a mysterious fireball
exploded in the Siberian sky and flattened 2000
square kilometres of the remote Tunguska
forest. As no crater and no material from outer
space were ever found, a meteorite could not
have caused the Tunguska explosion. So what
did? HC $35

Michael White
Isaac Asimov: Life of The Grand Master
of Science Fiction
A detailed biography of the influential science
fiction writer chronicles the remarkable life of
this prolific artist who wrote more than four
hundred books in his lifetime, including the
Foundation series, which recently inspired the
film I, Robot. TP $32.95

Media Related
Batman
Ultimate Guide to the Dark Knight
Scott Beatty
Double-page features showcase some of the
most thrilling Batman storylines of the last few
years, and the Rogues Gallery section is
augmented with information on the top new
villains. The Timeline section is brought fully
up to date, showing key characters' new looks,
and additional features highlight some of the
Caped Crusader's classic adventures in the
1950s (The Golden Age) and the 1960s (The
Silver Age). HC $39.95

Batman Begins
See the origins of Batman and his development
into a force for justice in Gotham City,
following a young Bruce Wayne as he
struggles to battle injustice and evil in the wake
of his parents' murders. TP $34.95

The TARDIS takes the Doctor and Rose to a
brutal deep-space prison colony. Can they stay
out of gaol long enough to discover who - or
what - is behind the sinister scientific plot that
threatens billions of human lives? HC $18.95

Firefly
Finding Serenity
Glenn Yeffeth & Jane Espenson
Anti-heroes, Lost Shepherds And Space
Hookers In Joss Whedon's Firefly. From what
went wrong with the pilot to what's right about
the Reavers, this anthology interrogates the
show's complexity and speculates about what
might have been if Firefly hadn't been
cancelled. TP $36.95

Futurama
Futurama-O-Rama
Matt Groening
Blast off with this all-new Futurama comics
collection, and leap feet first into a fun-filled
future! TP $24.95

Nightmare on Elm Street
01: Suffer The Children
David Bishop
After volunteering to test an anti-insomnia
drug, six teenagers from Elm Street suddenly
find themselves trapped in the dream realm,
matching wits with their ultimate nightmare,
Freddy Krueger. PB $19.95

02: Dreamspawn
Tim Waggoner
The evil Freddy Krueger once again stalks the
inhabitants of Elm Street, finding his prey in
the world of their nightmares. PB $19.95

Rogue Trooper 02
Blood Relative
James Swallow
This new title continues the Rogue Trooper
series, which expands the universe of the
character of Rogue and hints that he may not
be the last of his kind. PB $17.95

Smallville
Smallville Official Companion Season 2
Paul Simpson
TP $30.95

Star Trek
IKS Gorkon 03: Enemy Territory
Keith R A deCandido
While exploring the Kavrot Sector, the crew of
the I.K.S. Gorkon learn that their brother ship,
the I.K.S. Kravokh, was fired on by an alien
vessel and subsequently destroyed it. After
setting course to investigate this new people,
the Kravokh disappears. Captain Klag must
determine what has happened, and who this
new foe of the empire is. PB $14.95

Next Generation: Engines of Destiny
Gene DeWeese
After being trapped as a transporter pattern,
Scotty is revived aboard the Enterprise-D. He
hatches a plan to travel back in time and rescue
Jim Kirk the moment before he would vanish
into the nexus and bring him to the twentyfourth century without damaging the timeline.
Though Kirk is rescued, the famed captain and
the engineer, as well as Captain Picard,
Guinan, and the crew of the Enterprise-D, are
trapped in an altered past where there is no
Federation, and no human race. PB $14.95

Star Wars
Star Warped
A R R R Roberts
A long time ago in a galaxy far, far away, a
really quite good SF film, a sort of western in
space, was launched. A Gollancz parody was
inevitable. And here it is. An epic told in six
chapters. An epic of good versus evil. Of dark
versus light. Of hairy co-pilots and green
gurus. Of bizarre hairstyles, steel bras and
camp robots. An epic that starts in the middle.
And that's the original! HC $19.95

The Comics Companion
Daniel Wallace & Ryder Windah
A definitive guide to Star Wars comics
chronicles the rise and fall of Anakin
Skywalker, from his early days as a padawan,
through his Clone Wars battles, to his
transformation into Darth Vader and his
eventual death, with details on the history of
the Star Wars universe and the exploits of such
characters as Luke, Leia, Han Solo,
Chewbacca, and the others. TP $40.95

Attack of the Clones Young Adult
Novellisation
Patricia C Wrede
PB $9.95
Revenge of the Sith
Young Adult Novellisation
PB $12.95
Patricia C Wrede
Unabridged Audio
Cassette $85
Abridged Audio
Cassette $59.95
Stargate SG1
City of The Gods
When a Crystal Skull is discovered beneath the
Pyramid of the Sun in Mexico, it ignites a
cataclysmic chain of events that maroons SG-1
on a dying world. Xalótcan is a brutal society,
where the bloody gods of the Aztecs demand
tribute from a fearful and superstitious
population. With Xalótcan on the brink of
catastrophe, Dr Jackson insists that O’Neill
must fulfil an ancient prophesy and lead its
people to salvation. But with the world tearing
itself apart, can anyone survive? PB $20.95
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Twilight Zone
04: Chosen / Placebo
K C Winters
Like the TV series, each book tells two
different stories of mystery and imagination.
This volume is a lot darker than the earlier
books, indicating the direction the book series
is taking. PB $21.95

Games Related
Dragonlance
Taladas 1: Blades of the Tiger
Chris Pierson

Twilight Giants 1: The Ogre's Pact
Troy Denning

A Call to Arms Rules Supplement 1:
Space Stations

A young peasant rescues a princess from a
giant, only to find that her father is the real
problem. Reprint. PB $13.95

new rules for incorporating hyperspace and
space stations, advanced fighter combat, an indepth study of the Centauri Maximus frigate,
or scenarios and campaigns. $16

Magic The Gathering
Kamigawa 3:
Guardian: Saviors of Kamigawa
Scott McGough
PB $13.95
Mechwarrior
Dark Ages 15: Sword of Sedition
Loren L Coleman

As a tentative peace accord takes hold on
Ansalon, half a world away, on the continent of
Taladas, long-lost sorcery returns to the world,
disaster wracks the landscape, war erupts
between nations, and dark forces begin to stir.
PB $13.95

The Republic orchestrates a summit of Inner
Sphere leaders on Terra as a tribute to the
assassinated Steiner-Davion, a gathering that
reveals treachery and betrayal in the upper
eschelon of the Senate, placing newly elected
Exarch Jonah Levin in danger. PB $17.95

Minotaur Wars 2: Tides of Blood

Warhammer
Darkblade Reign of Blood
Dan Abnett & Kev Hopgood

Continuing the adventures and exploits of the
minotaurs as they become caught up in the
chaos, fallout, and changing destinies that
resulted from the War of Souls. PB $13.95

New Adventures 07: Dragon Knight
Dan Willis
PB $13.95
Tales 02: Kender, Gully Dwarves and
Gnomes
Margaret Weis & Tracy Hickman
This collection of nine tales about the minor
races of Krynn also includes a novella by the
editors. Reprint. PB $13.95

Dungeons & Dragons
Knights of the Silver Dragon 06:
Dagger of Doom
Kerry Daniel Roberts
PB $11.95
Eberron
War-Torn 1: The Crimson Talisman
Adrian Cole
When it is discovered that his family has long
been charged with hiding and protecting
Erethindel, the fabulous Crimson Talisman,
from the forces of darkness, one young man
discovers that it has fallen to him to keep it
safe, as the powers of the talisman are
awakened within him. PB $15.95

Exalted
04: Pillar of the Sun
Carl Bowen
This fourth novel in the ever popular Exalted
series is about unleashing a barbarian army to
ravage the Hundred Kingdoms. But not all
hope is lost, Panther, a former pit fighter whose
fearsome skills were legendary even before his
Exaltation stands in there way. PB $13.95

Forgotten Realms
Shandril's Saga 03: Hand of Fire
Ed Greenwood
Shandril Shessair continues her epic battle
against the dark forces of evil in the conclusion
of the trilogy that began with Spellfire and
Crown of Fire. PB $15.95

Year of Rogue Dragons Anthology 2:
Realms of the Dragons II
Phillip Athans
PB $13.95

An omnibus that chronicles the adventures of
dark elf Malus Darkblade, as his soul is seized
by the daemon Tz'Arkan and he embarks on a
perilous quest to find objects of mystical
power. TP $22.95

Konrad Saga
David Ferring
Konrad, attempting to understand his strange
link to the Chaos Powers, is thrown with his
companions into a conflict with the skaven,
who are plotting against the life of the
Emperor. Omnibus. PB $22.95

Kumanski 3: Keepers of the Flame
Neil McIntosh
In the epic conclusion of the Stefan Kumansky
trilogy, the hero confronts his ultimate
challenge as he once again faces down the
Storm of Chaos, which threatens all
civilization. PB $19.95

Warhammer 40K
Blood Angels 02: Deus Sanguinius
James Swallow
Following the supposed resurrection of their
legendary primarch Sanguinius, the Blood
Angels are divided into factions that undermine
the power of the force and could allow the
enemies of all humankind to capitalize on the
schism. PB $17.95

Role Playing Games
Arcana Evolved
Ruins of Intrigue
This campaign sourcebook provides a detailed
modular overview of Serathis. Major NPC's
and locations have sets of optional secrets and
variants, making every campaign different.
$40

Babylon 5 RPG
Wheel of Fire
Updates to all the main characters of the series
to the year 2262, as well as stats for the newly
arrived. Rules additions for bodyguards, media
stars, psionics, artificial organs, and crime
scene investigation plus more. $50

A Call To Arms Rules Supplement 2:
Shadows and Vorlons
New rules for incorporating fleet carriers and
beacon locks, stats for the Narn Gorith fighter,
rules for using Captain John Sheridan in your
games or an in-depth study of the Earth
Alliance Nova dreadnought. $16

Call of Cthulhu
Call of Cthulhu 6th Edition
Based on the worlds of H.P.Lovecraft, in
which ordinary people are confronted by the
terrifying forces of the Cthulhu Mythos.
TP $70

Champions RPG
Vibora Bay
Nearly twenty new superheroes (including such
stalwarts as Black Mask, Dr. Ka, Juryrig, and
the enigmatic Robert Caliburn) and super
villains (like the unliving assassin Deadman
Walkin’ and the members of the bizarre Cirque
Sinister). Vibora Bay details this fascinating
city, which maintains unusual traditions of
mysticism and religion alongside modern
technology and habits. $50

Champions RPG
Villainy Amok
This book looks at several of the most exciting
classic types of scenarios and provides
suggestions, options, and resources for using
them in your campaign. $30

Conan RPG
Conan RPG Pocket Edition
This pocket size edition features everything
you need to explore the lands of Hyboria,
including a complete system of character
creation and advancement, combat and sorcery.
This tome details the world of Howard's
mighty Cimmerian. The world of Conan stands
before you. TP $40

Shadizar: City of Wickedness
This box set contains a 96 page games masters
guide, a 32 page players guide, a 32 page
adventure book, a full colour poster size map, 8
maps of Shadizar's most infamous locales plus
over 70 character counters and cards. Box $80

d20
Lords of Madness:
Aberrations

The

Book

of

Along with information about the physiology,
psychology, society and schemes of these
strange beings, you'll find spells, feats, tactics,
and tools commonly employed by those who
hunt them. Also provides new rules, presitge
classes, monsters, sample encounters and fully
developed NPC's ready to instill fear in any
hero. Includes detailed sections on Aboleth,
Beholders, Mind Flayers and more. HC $55

d20 BESM: BESM d20 Revised Edition
This Revised edition includes new optional
rules to further enhance your campaign as well
as the expanded mecha creation rules from d20
Mecha. $70
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d20 Dragonlance: Age of Mortals
The Age of Mortals campaign book is designed
as a companion volume to the Dragonlance
Campaign Setting published by Wizards of the
Coast. This book contains an update on the
races of Ansalon, many new prestige classes,
feats, equipment, magical items, and spells It
details many important potential adventuring
locations, as well as mighty dragons and many
important characters of the era. HC $80

Dragonlance Dungeon Masters Screen
In addition to the screen boasting a brand-new
cover painting by Larry Elmore, the screen
comes bundled with a 32-page saddle-stitched
booklet containing NPCs appropriate for any
Dragonlance campaign. $30

Key of Destiny
Key of Destiny launches a three-part story arc
that will change the ace of Ansalon with events
that will affect both future games and novels!
This time, however, the players make their own
characters to take centre stage. $50

War of the Lance
War of the Lance contains an update on the
races of Ansalon, many new prestige classes,
feats, equipment, magical items, and spells.
The sourcebook details many important
potential adventuring locations in great detail,
and gives out great information useful for both
players and DMs. HC $90

d20 Eberron: Races of Eberron
Detailed information on the psychology,
society, culture, behaviour, religion, folklore,
and other aspects of the races originally
presented in the Eberron setting. Also provided
is new substitution levels, prestige classes,
feats, spells, magic items, equipment plus
more. HC $45

d20 Jeremiah: Jeremiah RPG
This is the world of Jeremiah, the world as it is
after the Big Death wiped out over 6 billion
people in 6 months. It is a bleak and sombre
world where children are forced to survive and
mature without the guidance and protection of
adults. In short, it is a world that is in desperate
need of heroes. Based on the TV series by J.
Michael Straczyniski HC $80

Thunder Mountain
Covers the events that led to the founding of
the current Thunder Mountain society, its reemergence into the world, the creation of the
Western Alliance and the key characters that
made all this happen. $44

d20 Modern: d20 Past
This new rules supplement provides everything
needed to participate in adventures in the time
period between the Renaissance and World
War II, including new character options and
rules for early modern firearms. $30

d20 Sword & Sorcery: Glades of Death
The first in a series of environment
sourcebooks, Glades of Death provides new
rules for forest travel, skills and adventures. In
this book you’ll find new spells, new feats,
new monsters and a new look at skills and how
to use them in the wilderness. It also contains
guidelines for the rapid creation of new fantasy
forests. HC $60

Dark Champions RPG
Hudson City
Hudson City includes: a history of the city
from its founding to the present day, a review
of city government and services, from the
mayor's office to the cop on the beat, dozens of
NPCs, ranging from average joes to powerful
crime lords, plus numerous city and
neighbourhood maps. $54

Exalted
Aspect Book: Water
It tells stories of five Caste members, from
those who have just graduated from school to
the plans of the mighty Peleps Deled. This
book provides the magical powers, rules and
artefacts that Water-Aspected characters need
to claim their roles as masters of trade and
subterfuge. TP $40

Midnight RPG
Steel and Shadow
This supplement includes new warrior-focused
prestige classes designed for the world of
Midnight, but useful in any campaign, new
class abilities for wildlanders, fighters, and
barbarians of each culture and a wide selection
of alternate rules. $30

Paranoia RPG
Mutant Experience
3 dozen new mutant powers, mutagens,
equipment, medications,and new rules to
ignore. Relief is at hand, gamemaster. Acquire,
by any legal means, this fine 72 page rules
supplement. $40

Romantic Fantasy RPG
Blue Rose
Aldis, the Kingdom of the Blue Rose, shines as
a new light following the dark age of the
Sorcerer Kings. Now, envoys of the
Sovereign's Finest strive to protect Aldis from
threats like the Lich Kingdom of Kern and the
fanatical Theocracy of Jarzon, as well as
monsters and dark magic left over from the
Shadow Wars of the Sorcerer Kings. $60

Tri Stat
Tekumel: Empire of the Petal Throne
The vibrant world of Tekumel, once a busy
interstellar crossroads terraformed to suit the
needs of its brutal rulers, was isolated over
30,000 years ago when the stars went out.
What emerged from this Time of Darkness was
a world forged in disaster, history, life…and
death. New magic system, alternate combat
options,
details
on
clans
and
military/priesthood service, bestiary and much
more. $80

Unisystem
Eden Studios Presents #2
This issue focuses on the dead and loving
them. Vampires, vampyres, zombies, and apes
forgotten by time can be found between these
covers! If you love the dead, this issue is all for
you. $30

Warhammer RPG
Warhammer Fantasy RPG
The core rulebook contains all you need to
play- sections on character generation, careers,
combat, magic – both divine and sorcerous,
and religion as well extensive background

information on the dark world of Warhammer.
Full details on how to run a game, as well as a
complete introductory adventure are also
included. HC $80

Character Pack
A lavish pack containing extra information that
players of Warhammer Fantasy Roleplay will
find invaluable when creating their adventuring
characters. This pack provides a new depth of
background,
including
phonetic
name
generator, hometown information, personal
heraldry tables and much much more. A pad of
fifty luxury character sheets and thirty
inspirational character portrait sketches by
acclaimed Warhammer artist Dave Gallagher.
$30

Plundered Vaults
An invaluable playing aid for Games masters,
this scenario pack contains three all time
classic WFRP adventures, updated and
converted to second edition rules. It also
contains three brand new scenarios that will
challenge beginners and veterans alike. $50

World of Darkness
Vampire the Requiem: Lancea Sanctum
This book includes an in depth look at the
history, philosophy and modern operations of
the Lancea Sanctum, guidelines and inspiration
for Kindred of every clan, including new
bloodlines, new Disciplines and horrific new
miracles of Theban Sorcery. $70

Werewolf The Forsaken:
Hunting Ground: The Rockies
The Rockies details the Colorado Rocky
Mountains as a setting for Werewolf: The
Forsaken. This book comes complete with
characters, background information and huge
numbers of plot hooks, as well as a long look at
the spiritscape of the region. HC $54

Bestsellers for April
General Release
Crown of Slaves
David Weber & Eric Flint
King of Foxes
Raymond E Feist
A Stroke of Midnight Laurell K Hamilton
Wellspring of Chaos
L E Modesitt Jr
A Hatfull of Sky
Terry Pratchett
Saint Vidicon to the Rescue
Christopher Stasheff
Media and Gaming Releases
Revenge of the Sith
Star Wars
Labyrinth of Evil
Star Wars
Ravenor
Warhammer 40,000
Trial By Fire
Stargate SG-1
Sacrifice Moon
Stargate SG-1
A Matter of Honor
Stargate SG-1
Dan’s Recommendations
Burning Bridge
John Flanagan
Serpent’s Gift
Lene Kaaberbol
Risen Empire
Scott Westefeld
Tim is currently reading
The Colour of Magic
Terry Pratchett
The Black Company
Glen Cook
Kokoda
Peter Fitzsimons
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Information on the
Infinitas Groups
New members always welcome at all the
groups, if interested come and try.
SF Discussion Group: Formerly known
as The Readers’ Group. Meets on the first
Thursday of each month (excluding
January) at 6.30pm in the shop. A topic is
chosen each month by the attendees of
the group for the following meeting.
Contact the shop for the next topic.
Always a lively discussion of science in
the news, films, books and ideas.
Review Group: The review group meets
on the third Thursday of each month.
Two books (one science fiction, one
fantasy) are chosen by group members
for each meeting with participants
encouraged to have read at least one prior
to the meeting and bring their review/s
along for discussion. The discussion is
generally serious and insightful.
May review books:
SF: Ringworld
by Larry Niven
Fan: Arrows of the Queen
by Mercedes Lackey
June review books:
SF: Sundiver
by David Brin
Fan: Saga of the Renunciates
by Marion Zimmer Bradley
Writers’ Group: Infinitas has been host
to a writers group for over 8 years now.
The group is for people who are currently
writing (or even trying to write) science
fiction, fantasy and horror related stories
and pieces. If you think this might
describe you, and you’d like to get
involved in a group with others who
understand what the genre is about,
contact the shop or check out the website
for more details.

Upton Hair
Shop 7, Civic Arcade
48 - 50 George Street
Parramatta

(02) 9635 6170
We’re experienced and confident,
We’re good at what we do,
Give us a try so you can know too.
We are a friendly and efficient all
senior team, experienced in all
aspects of hairdressing.
All purchases earn Infinitas Guild
points (but you have to remind us
to record it) and we honour reward
vouchers.

Predisposed
by Steven Cavanagh

Christina skipped along the footpath. She had reached her aunt’s street when
the air in front of her smudged, like a splash of water on a painting. A giant
lizard clacked onto the footpath, glanced at her and said “Oh, bugger”.
Christina was moving too fast to stop. The reptile felt like the padding on the
balance beam at school. She fell back onto her bottom. The creature remained
upright.
Although the lizard was three times her seven-year-old height, Christina did not
scream. Its mouth held a natural smile, like a kookaburra, and it was so nicely
dressed. It wore a crystal waistcoat with gold buttons, a white cravat and its tail
was crisscrossed with electronic jewellery. It held a triangle of silvery paper in
its little fore claws, like it was preparing to deliver a speech.
They regarded each other for a moment.
Christina climbed to her feet. “Hello” she said politely, concluding that the
reptile didn’t fit her father’s description of a stranger.
“On behalf of the merged clans, good sun-above-horizon to you,” it read from
the triangle. “Am I totally awesome speaking?”
“You talk funny,” said Christina.
The lizard blinked.
“On the opposite, girlfriend,” it replied. “Many multi-sense recordings survived
the passing of your species. I not only mouth-speech, but even have put my
tooth upon the inflections of your time period, dude!”
It leaned closer. “Excuse purposeful rushing. My group of species has… will…
overpopulate this planet soon after our arrival. We seek to dispose to bygone
time periods what cannot be reused in our own. Will this be cherished gifts by
your species?”
Christina’s stare was blank.
“We want to give things to you that we don’t want any more,” said the lizard.
“My older sister gives me clothes,” contributed Christina. “They don’t fit”.
“Do not fit?” echoed the reptile. “Ah, your era is overpopulated also. We
cannot expect you to desire more matter, brother”.
It tapped its hind claws on the path. “We had hoped our disposals would be
valuable to you. Now I must locate elsewhere to dump it all. Bugger”.
Christina pondered its words as she did any incomprehensible adult
conversation.
“Dad dumps rubbish,” she suggested hopefully. “It’s a long way though”.
“That’s it!” The lizard flicked its tongue. “Your species is briefly dominant
only. Instead of dumping in our past, we can move it a long way, to your
distant past!”
Christina pointed across the street to some colour-coded bins. “When dad runs
out of room, he puts rubbish in the recycle bin”.
The lizard shook its tail sadly. “As ethics dictate, the bodies of our species
group are the only things we cannot recycle”.
It touched a button on its waistcoat with a fore claw. “But now the problem is
solved! Large gratitudes. You ancients are smaller than I anticipated, but are
most wise”. The air smudged, and it was gone.
Christina picked up the paper triangle, carefully crossed the road and put it in
the bin.
This story was one of the commended stories of the 2005 Magic Casements Flash Fiction
competition sponsored by Infinitas Bookshop. Congratulations to Steven, a member of the
Infinitas Writers Group.
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